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r h r /irv (Routledge, 1/- each), Again we welcome half 
The molt desirable library, (i. and ii.) Shakespeare i n ^ 

a .dozen volumes oi t much better type, and in much handier vol Ume . 

volumes is presente we know of , though it cannot of course com parc 


than any we-volum edition s, notably The Temple Shakesp^ 

with the variou h ^ & single volume. We are glad, too, to 
which gives us ea ^ by Whyte Melville. It is good to watch 


again with («., Gate the figures of the past, when Aphrodite was a 

emerge from tne j when the Rom an and the Jew played historic parts 
power, and * S1S * , beCTins to plav the part of protagonist. The ease’ 

and when the ^ which this important story is told, and the deeply 

power and dig y. upon circums t.ances of Gospel history should 

interesting ig pe0 ple. (iv.) Glaciers of the Alps. Is there 

recommend romances of science quite so brilliant and entrancing 

any ./ T L ie tale of mountain peril, mountain-joy, and scientific discovery? 
v “ should grow up without reading Glaciers of the Alps. We are 
very glad, too. to have (v.) the Essays of Fronde in this handy term. All 
I'e deeply interesting, and all are exquisitely written. But perhaps that on 
England's Forgotten Worthies-^ unfolding the “ true inwardness of Elizabeth’s 
Sea dogs’ their piety, their heroism, their simplicity and singleness of heart- 
and that on the book of Job are the two most delightful, (vi.) Golden 
Treasury of American Songs and Lyrics. It was an admirable thought 
to give us a Golden Treasury of American Songs and Lyrics. 1 wo or three 
ideas occur to the reader as he turns over the pages. First, that there is a 
“world of poetry," of which he knows very little ; next, that much of it 
is charming, pleasing, suggestive : and, lastly, that very few of these lyrics 
have the high quality of, for example, the lyrics collected in Mr. Palgrave’s 
Golden Treasury, (vii.) Macaulay’s Literary Essay. " Good wine needs 
no bush 1 ” 

Pocket Dictionary of the English and French Languages , by J. E. Wesse y, 
rewritten by E. Latham (Routledge, 3/-). Messrs. Routledge & Sons are 
to be congratulated on presenting us with a French-English Dictionary 
which is not repellent by reason of its type ; the examples of idiomatic phrases 
included under the heading of their prominent words, are very valuable 
and suggestive. This weighty, if not heavy, volume is hardly to be describee f 
however, as a pocket dictionary. 

Captain John Smith, by A. G. Bradley (Macmillan, 2/6). It was a happy 
thought of Mr. Bradley's to give us this life of John Smith, seaman am 
adventurer, born on January 9th, 1580, and whose great distinction was 
that he ‘ was the virtual founder of Virginia, and all that Virginia means . 
Truly a distinction for East Anglia ! There is a frontispiece with his portra 
taken in 1615, when he was thirty-seven, and in the four corners are a tr0 ° 
with lances, a globe, a ship, and a knight riding to battle, each emblemau 
of the adventures and undertakings of the shrewd, sapient, kindly seam 
" o is portrayed in their midst ; and below the portrait are these lines 

“Th ese are the lines that shew thy Face; but those 
That shew thy grace and glory, brighter be : 

Thy Faire— Discouveries and Fowle— overthrowes 

Of Salvages, much civilliz’d by thee 

Best shew thy spirit; and to it Glory Wyn ; 

°, ou art Braese without, and golde within.” 
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The Health of our Children in the Colonies, by Dr. Lilian Austin Robinson 
ngmans, 2/0). Miss Robinson writes especially for those mothers whose 
^ U is to bear and reaT their children in s ub-tropical climates ; but her 
se j s ar e so admirable that we strongly commend the volume to mothers 
C ° home. The general hygiene of infancy, early growth, mental development. 
a * 'mon disorders, the hygiene of school-life, and nursery emergencies, are 
’ c ° rn the matters treated of, and treated, we may add, wisely and well. 
alT l Jhe Young Duke, by Lord Beaconsfield (The Centenary edition, Alexander 
• a 3/6). It is curious that a centenary edition of Lord Beaconsfield’ s 
* C .. n ovels should come before the public at a moment when the reflections 
C f The Young Duke are particularly likely to cause the enemy to blaspheme : — 

^ Where are the galleries, — where the symmetrical saloons, — where the 

thened suite, — where the collateral cabinets what page would 

condescend to lounge in this ante-chamber ? order my carriage.” 

We have advanced since those days ! 

Primitive Christian Education, by Geraldine Hodgson (T. T. Clark, 4/6 
Miss Geraldine Hodgson has succeeded in breaking, if not new, at 
116 rate unfamiliar ground. Her object is to indicate the role played by 
^ mitive Christians in education, which she does, largely, by excerpts from 
+/ Fathers intended to show their treatment of learning, their method of 
instruction modes of discipline and general attitude in the forming of young 
minds Miss Hodgson has fully justified her use of translations for the excerpts. 
Had she quoted from the originals, the usefulness of he, hook would have 
been greatly limited. This passage from St. Clement ,s worth .considering 
w there still be those who do not hold with St. Clement, that human arts 
, rnf i reallv as what we call revelation: ‘ Some who think 

come from God as ^ really eithe r philosophy or logic, 

themselves naturall; T ^ ^ demand bare 

passages occur on almost every page. r ^mr, Portion lane D.D. 

The Opportunity of the Church ?. my comrades the clergy of 

Theology, delivered at Cambridge i J de r,nite religion, and in 

The Bishop faces facts, spealm of the ^ oI the ca „ to 

the same connection, of the diltus religious indifference 

present Christ and His full relationship re , igion whic h 

'Of the masses ; but of the sincere, ^plc on ' the intellectual cquip- 

awakens amongst these masses. to-day. This is the sort of 

ment necessary for the special oppor mu t ^ the / ecret 0 f Dr. Arnold’s 

bracing counsel he offers the clergy . ta i cne rgv : ‘ I w ^ll not 

teaching power ? It was the vigour o is^ow ^ ^ ^ alas \ only stagnant 
give my boys to drink out of stagna ‘ ^ f res hness and vitality have 

water, a monotony of teaching out of w ir pe ople to drink ? 

gone, that many, even conscientious clergYi ^ taste of it ? M “Keep to 
Can we wonder that the people do not cart t ^ ga to ordination 
your regular reading,” Archbishop Tunp c « hing becomes stale, and 

•candidates, “otherwise you will find tlia y P . fore ou do .“ Here are 
your people will have found that out tvo >e e ^ or t whichithe author 

the grounds of hope, and the , si „ g days Ut » -eve, 

.gives for our encouragement in tne i 
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( ,oubt the real capac ^ - though very olten rorgorren, that after al 

• (‘)* here * re 0"*™“ 

they are made in the imag bea utiful in themselves and full of promise. 

in our working folk ^kindliness. neighbourliness and wonderful g0od 
such as their P atie ^' muS t always remember that there remains 

Cheef ' ‘ ' ndlomewhere 'in the working classes a very real sentiment of 

religion” - 


the “ p.r” letter bag. 

me Editor is not responsible for the opinions of Correspondents . ] 

1 t wonder if anyone would care for an " exchange ” that 

Dear Editor —1 Re nevier-Fermand, Farnese-sur-Coppet, Canton 

I have heard of . receive an English girl in exchange for her 

do Vaud. Switzerland wishes terec^ from ^ end of May She 

and 

COTipanionship 6 oHier'other daughter, aged 17*. and would go with the family 
to the mountains for a month in the summer. ^ 

March Hi/,, 1906. H ' FRANKLIN ' 


Dear Editor, -May I, through the Parents' Review, make known to your 
readers that mv book : Old-Maid's Children, will be out shortly after Easter, 
price 3s. 6<f„ net. And I shall feel much obliged if, when ordering copies, 
either direct from the publishers, Messrs. Swan, Sonnenschem & Co., or 
through booksellers, they will see that the order is bracketed “To Miss Edith 
Escombe’s Account.” Any copies ordered through me will be sent direct 
from the publishers on the day of publication. 

Yours truly, 

Shawford, Winchester. Edith Escombe. 


Dear Madam, — Might I suggest that the study of the English Coins in 
everyday use would be a useful subject for some of the children in the School. 
It has struck me that even adult and learned folk are very ignorant of sue 
a common thing as the difference between 2/- and 1/-, except from a spending 
point of view. I do not know of any book on the subject, but no doubt the 
Encyclopedia Britannica will tell all that is required. My little girl of sit 
is taking great interest in the face of the coins, and I thought I might sugg eS 
it as something every child ought to know about. 


Broomhiils, Rochford, Essex. 
Fehriiary 9 th, 1906. 


I am, yours truly, 

Grace Rankin. 


The following letters may interest our readers , , 

, , A y ez 1 obligeance de m’envoyer des renseignements 1<- S 1 

detaines sur le “Parents’ National Educational Union.” Plusieurs 

desire™- re ' Jmes P° ur fonder une association pareille en Russie et e 
determent etudier les principes de P.N.E U 
16 Mars, ’ ‘ 

Petersburg. A ‘ StackelbeRG 
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Dear Editor,— In the April number of the Parents ' Review , 1905, I have 
been interested to read the account by L. H. Ensor, of a system of teaching 
arithmetic to small children by means of Pease-work sticks, which can be 
obtained from Philip & Sons. I shall be much obliged if you will send in 
the enclosed envelope, the address of Philip & Sons (as it is not given in the 
\pril number) so that Miss Leach can order the sticks to be sent out here. 
The Parents' Review is very much appreciated here, where we are very far 
awa y from easy educational advantages for our children. 

,, _ rip TllitlV. 


away * 

San Pedro de Jujuy, 
F.C.C.N. 

Argentine Republic. 


Yours truly, 

Mildred M. Leach (Mrs. W. E. Leach). 


Dear Editor, — I only saw the April Parents' Review, yesterday. Please let 
me say a very few words in answer to “ K’s 99 comments on my article in March. 
First of all, I asked a question, I did not attempt to “ carry conviction," 
least of all to anyone hopelessly prejudiced in favour of one system for all 
• j Then I did not speak of "domestic economy and child training" 
from any utilitarian point of view, which “ K ” appears to say implies com- 
mercialism. I spoke of them as mediums for education in its highest sense, 
the training of the intellect and moral forces of the pupil. Then, even if we 
grant that half our girls in a given High School or College will not marry, 
and “ must compete with brothers for a livelihood ’’—though I take exception 
to the latter phrase— I would ask does “ K ” mean by the excellent education 
which she says will fit them to do this, the education which is now being 
given in Girls’ High Schools, and in Boys’ Secondary Schools, including the 
trreat Public Schools ? Surely, without going all the lengths of recent cr ^ cism * 
such as Mr. A. Benson’s and Sir Oliver Lodge’s, we must all know that at 
present our bovs’ education is not fitting them to compete with forei^ 
rivalry, and to hold their own in commerce and enterprise or even to «nt« 
professions at home, without special extra coach, ng. except with the lew 

brilliant boys who would succeed in any case. . , c r v,ools " 

Then. I certainly did not compare the “ derelict of modern High Schools, 


with on/g^d Toman who has become proverbial ; but with the immense 
number of cultivated women of the past of whom she is a type^ WU 

us that the half of the modern High School gir s w i motherS .” 

competition with their brothers, “ usually ma us to suppose that 

This is a tremendous claim for any system » , and children we 

all the lamentable domestic faUuna ^ ^ whom she speaks of as 

see round us, are the creations of ^nd as ‘ ' brought up at home, or at a 

‘ sure to marry ” (the expression is hers) capturing a husband 

private venture school,” and who she sugges s, wi , immediately become 

by dressing their hair to advantage, and being a rac me ntal training 

the “ smart women of sports and pastimes e c., and not proofs ; 

•■<1 no mental judgment." Of course. tl>«-r^.a.emen.s an ^ 
and speaking from a wide experience o 1 ^ ' . n( j mothers in the 

statements. There were more wise, good, t e\o e intellectual woman," 

last generation than this ; and the sweet, cu 1V fe f oun d quite as often 
who could, as a school-mistress, form character pre maturely aged 

thirty years ago, as among the over-wor ec , 1 * t vP e 4< ^ ” a< ^ m ^ res ’ 

mistresses one sees but too often in the sc ioo injuring the health of 
and yet who, in her next sentence, she accuses of. mju 
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• overheated rooms with closed windows. This 
rTTmipils b y teaching , H “ K ” l^s ascribed to the modern trained 
! the way. is the l “ S \ ir to the extent of often rejoicing in draughts, 
teachers, who love fre ^ ** rien ce from very different sources, since - K - 
L we evidently draw our exp j attribute largely to overwork, comes f rom 

next says," t he P oor dirty food.’” The large number of well-placed 

? badly-cooked and even . d i y ^ ^ breakdown of mental or physical health, 
ojrls I had in mind > n s ]£* k f g d and cooking are absolutely above reproach. 

*11 live in homes where ™ where even “ K ” cannot help agreeing with 
Then we come to a pon tioa which 1 entirely endorse, that a 

nie » and she finishes w Dom estic Economy and Management of 

•« Certificate of pr° ficie ^[ , from ever y bride-elect ; and she more than 
Children,” should be exa sente nce-‘‘ the vicious circle ” of uncon- 

confirms all I said bl • * servant and neglected child-a transitory 

scientious mistress, me (> u . g because w e are in an experimental 

phase of an expenmen ta • ^ tion to ourselves and others, “ Are 

age that I ask that we s 1 ^ Educat ion in favour of the best preparation 

Recent Developments in ? „ For s0me Q f the experiments are surely 

for Wifehood and Mo ie • t uke every other, gives us many good 

not successful, thoug P mistresses efficient servants who are faithful 

wives who are consa^ t ^ ^ and thought and infinite care are lavished, 
friends, and child and Mother < s Unio n proves, 

as the very existence oi t ner . . H. E. P. 

109, Hagley Road, Edgbaston, 

April 10 th. 

nriR EDIT0R _Will you allow us to call the attention* of your readers to 

M on Barnett, Mr. Georg. Cadbury, Mr. M. E. Sadler and th. Dean 

"'iheTeTgue is founded with the object ot linking together all who are 
working with boys, or whose influence reaches them— the teac rer, 
club worker, the member of education authority, the employer, the c 
worker the religious worker, and above all, the parent and by con 
publications, and the usual methods of an efficiently organised societ y^ 
bring before them the best knowledge of the many problems they are grapp 1 
with, and the most helpful and scientific methods of work. The ea 8 u ^ 
will enter into no rivalry with existing societies. It will try to help ° 
better mutual understanding, to the end that each form of work may deve o 
its own leadership, methods, and results, to the fullest extent. 

In the matter of the specialised study of work with the young, we, in ^ 
country, are behind America, where the Clark University is an examp e ^ 
world-wide fame, as, too, of world-wide influence, and where a Gener 
Alliance of Workers with Boys has been doing most valuable work for man> 
years. The latter Society has kindly promised its co-operation in furtheri 
the objects of the League. 

The methods of work which the League is adopting may be briefly s 
marised as follows : — ^ 

(1) The foundation of a national centre of communication between 

workers and boys. ^ 

(2) An annual congress of members for the reading and discussioi 
papers. The congress will meet in different towns. 
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(3) The publication of the proceedings of the League, and of other works. 

(4) The foundation of a library, one section of which will contain, so 
far as it is possible to collect them, complete reports of work of all kinds 
with boys at borne and abroad. I he library will be arranged for loan and 
w ill be available for the most distant members of the League. 

(5) The League will acquire, as early as possible, permanent bases for 
summer camps in the country and at the sea-side. 

(6) The League will seek to give expert information and advice on any 
question relating to work with boys, which may be referred to it, and to 
promote such schemes of work as may from time to time be shewn to be 
necessary. 

We shall be glad if any who are interested in the objects of the League 
will communicate with the Honorary Secretary, Mr. J. H. Whitehouse, at 


Toynbee Hall, E. 


April 4 th, 1906. 


Yours faithfully, 

Chas. E. B. Russell, 

Heywood Street Lads’ Club, 
Manchester. 

J. H. Whitehouse, 

Toynbee Hall , E. 


P.N.E.U. NOTES. 

Fdited bv Miss F. Noel Armfield, Sec., 26, Victoria Street, S.WC 
' Tel. 479 Victoria. 

To whom all Hon. Local Secs, are requested to send reports of all matters of 
interest connected with their branches, also 6 copies of any prospectuses or 
other papers they may print. 

N.B. — Kindly write on one side of paper only. 

NEW BRANCHES. 

The Executive Committee has been approached with a view to startmg 

Branches in the following places: ,, , • Tv vnaS Powis 

CARDiFF.-Names maybe senttoMrs. Hamilton, 

DUNFERMLINE.-Mrs. Beveridge, Pitreavie, Dunfermline, would g 
to hear from people interested. 

Manchester. 

Sedbergh. 

Southend. 

Readers of the Parents' Review living in the " e 
-there, are asked to communicate with Miss Armfield, 26, Victoria 

. r ci r Weetman and 

Belgravia. — March 8th. By the kind invita ^ ^ hear Mr. Gilbert 
Lady Pearson, forty members of the ranc . q Mora uty.” It was a 

K. Chesterton speak on “ The Romantic El axiom . » The most 

brilliant and fanciful disquisition on t ie o CTOO( p»» March 13th. An 

dangerous thing a man can ever do is o » j ew j s to hear a “ Model 

invitation was sent to the branch by 1SS u' r . the Bishop of Kensing- 

Lesson on how to teach the Bible, given a e< invitation, and shewed 

ton in the chair. Forty-one mothers acce P * e chosen between the 

the greatest interest in the lesson. 1 ive c i 


P.N.E.u. notes. 

Trtie lesson was taken fiom the Old Testament, 
aB es of five and eight and t lsraelites till after the giving of the Law 
.'tending (K .n, the ex“d^ vividness of the teacher’s language wa* 

0 „ Mount Sinai. The cha e words> the pillar of cloud, the great 

delightful, as she desenbed of awe , whence God gave His laws, 

wind dividing the Sea ' an f the mira cnlous side, and spoke with deep rever- 
She did not over-empna . ^ chUdren as a i esS on to take away, the 

.... She ““ ln ^ y n | m e„ts under the two headings f " The Duty 


ence. 


grouping of the L ^^^ e]Rhho nr . ’ ’-March 14th. At Holy Trinity 
God,” and " The Duty H 8 Gamble addreS sed the branch and their 

Church, Sloane Street, the ' 01d Testament.” There was a very large 

*** 1 • A f •- f ' rt 1 il n ra 1 £ i 


friends on " C f^ clS ® ” , was deeply interesting. Mr. Gamble spok 
attendance, and the at 1 it nat „re (textual and literary) result 

with some detad on the ^uniform stones as showing that Biblical 

aad elect. He instanced the cum ccounts of the Creation 

«*•- * *■» «*» » >» 

as indicating tl , p ' lleeor i es contained in the Old Testament. Then 

r‘ f T, S knn««on o Insp ta«on. and spoke with great beauty and 
’"i about the' shins of inspiration we find in the Old Testament. (l)The 
hjftyconception ol God. (2) The conception of the duty of man to God and 
1 w! follow man. (3) The splendid ideals of society. (4) The value of 
the Bible on character. (5) It’s spiritual power.— March 28th “ Modern 
Criticism of the First Three Gospels,” Rev. E. H. Pearce, vicar of Christ Church. 
Newgate Street.- April 4th. “ The Relation of the First Three Gospels to the 
Fourth,” Canon Holland. The attention of the branch was principally given 
to the series of “ Religious Education in the Home ” addresses, which were 
given at Holy Trinity Church (by the kind permission of Mr. Gamble), at 
five o’clock on Wednesday evenings during the month. Large audiences 
assembled to hear them, varying from 250 to 000. It is felt to be impossible 
to give an adequate report of these addresses in the small space allotted. 
To many of us, they proved of inestimable value, impressive, illuminating 
and inspiring, and it is hoped that some record of them may be printed in 
the Review. 

Brighton. — Our winter lectures are over, but the spirit engendered by 
them does not end, but remains a lasting possession. The aroma of Mrs. 
Benson s address at the opening meeting is amongst us, a something intan- 
gible, but pleasing and real. Her words touched every sense, bracing will 
and conscience, and placing high the gift of life, and the highest joys of living. 
In December, those who are grappling with the task of training eye and hand 
of little ones, awakening the sensibilities to form, proportion and exactitude, 
were greatly helped by a master-hand in T. R. Ablett, Esq., art director 
of the Royal Drawing Society, whose knowledge and experience 
imparted to us something of no ordinary value. “ The Value of Time for 
Original Thought in Children,” was treated by Dr. A. Helen Boyle, and opened 
useful discussion. The February meeting was a crowded one. With our 
ostess in the chair, and a lady to speak, it seemed essentially a ladies’ meeting, 
but we often .wish we could have more of the fathers and educationists 
an r ry a?° 01 ' t0 hdp discuss the problems of the hour, which crop up 
is more * p a ? n + +i We re '° 1Ce in the s P irit of keen intelligent enquiry, which 
proof of the Ln i lat i earlier in our branch’s history, and which is definite 
totally V,,im “ “compUehin, by its monthly magazine 

ks “ 4 *» ™u as by its lectures; Miss C. T Thomson’s 


Mr. Gamble spoke first 
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paper on How to Interest our Children in Good Literature/’ was much 
appreciated, some longing for a part II., dealing with Girls after Leaving 
School. In March a flutter of pleasurable expectancy spread over us as we 
heard the proposal to hold the Annual Conference for 1906 in our own town. 
aJov. 2nd to 6th, are the chosen days, when Brighton can often bask in Riveira 
sunshine, whilst London is on the verge of fog. All are delighted, and wish 
to convey to the readers of the Parents' Review, a cordial welcome to their 
lovely Sussex county, and to the social and intellectual feast assured. With 
the Conference in view an influential meeting was held in the Pavilion, to 
which over 2,000 invitations were sent. Mrs, Franklin presided, and Prof. 
Earl Barnes in his inspiring, eloquent way. contrasted our English methods 
of education with those of his own land (America) and gave the P.N.E.U. 
high place and praise in all it is attempting. A lecture by Prof. H. I. 
Mackinder, M. A., F.R.G.S., on “ The Teaching of Geography to Children,” 
concluded this enjoyable session, 1905-6. 

Bolton and Faknworth. — A meeting of the branch of the P.N.E.U., to 
which the members of the M.U., were invited, was held at the Girls’ Club 
Bolton, on March 22nd, when Miss Helen Webb, gave her very interesting 
lecture on “ Neurotic Children.” About forty ladies were present, the 
address was much enjoyed, and questions were asked and a short discussion 
followed. Six new members wore added to the branch, and some literature 
was sold. This is the last meeting until the autumn. 

Brentford. — On Monday afternoon, April 2nd, at Brentford Free Public 
Library, the second meeting of the above branch, was held. Mr. Alfred Prior 
was in the chair, and Lady Campbell gave an address. In opening La y 
Campbell said that, as Mrs. Franklin had so recently given a paper on what the 
Parents' National Educational Union ions, she would not go Over that ground 
again, bnt. instead, say a few words as to what it was *01. \«y £’■***• 

it « not under the rules of cut and dried formula,. It »«vo eatee 1 not a 
system bnt a method. The time had arrived when it was 
education was a science, and like other sciences called f “ “t£e» 
cultivation on the ; p«t 

up by the mere lay person at will, the aim . the home 

co-operation and unity of purpose between parents . axu. ■ ■ q{ 

influences to supplement that of the school ; in eac , e cu c h a irman in 

to underlie all instruction and dominate 

thanking Lady Campbell for her . P ^'^” Parents ’ National Educational 
her remarks, and his high appreciation narrow and limited 

Union, He also voiced his own satisfaction Mutt the narrm^ ^ ^ 

conception of what education consistec o ^ NcU _ , a tiTre and the citizen, 
views of the subject being taken both y e ra mbles had been arranged 
Mrs. Devonshire announced that a senes c c , TT - n to b e entitled to 
for the coming summer months (each nu m e r o ^ the rambles 

three tickets, friends to pay Is. each). On J l ^ ne * Green School, Isle- 

to be Botanical, Miss Mackie, assistant mis ambles to be Archaeo- 

worth, taking charge. On June 23rd an directorship. : The next 

logical, F. Turner, Esq., F.R.Hist.S., takl T ng - u throu gh the kindness 
meeting of the Brentford branch of tie m °, , Housc , The Butts, Brent- 

of Mr. and Mrs. Baron Russell, be held at Beaufort Hotsc^ ^ ^ Helen 
ford, at 5.30 on May 3rd. Mr. Kenwood will taK ^ Sec _ Miss Horton. 
Webb will give an address on Ha 1 • ce , ve the names of any one 

Montague Road, Hounslow, will be pleased 
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. WEST HAMPST.TAD.-The lecturer took as his subject 
rrondesburv and west i( The great questions at once arose— What 
"Can Children be taught Re ig • ^ and who is to teach ? The first step to 
is to be taught, How is 1 e i ves the purpose of religion. If knowledge is 

an answer is by de fi ning to ^ ^ beHefs> or to argue against heresies, 

the object (the ability to g of Judah, or to quote texts supporting 

or to give a correct list wiU be quite different to that of accepting 

predestination)— then tn ^ ^ look to religion to build up the child in 

Character as the object. afld noble idealism. As to what can be taught 
honour, truth, sympat y, lectu rer doubted the value of any system 

that a child can under? ^ eschatology . Wha t can a child understand 
of theology, or sote \i hen theologians war so bitterly on baptismal 
of the natures of G ^ ^ or origina i sin ? Probably the doctrine 

regeneration, or or the peculiarities of the Koran, would be as 

of Karma, or of efi g ct wou id be about the same. The elements a 

intelligible, and e gen eral conception of God as Omnipresent— 

child might leant won ^ v Y n fc r eator and Sustainer, who reveals Himself 
,h. Ever Md spiritua , „,e. and in certain ones more 

(“! Jesns). in this there is no room (and no need, for any doctrine 
nr Satan ideas which no child should ever hear about. The attitude 
Idled by a tru'e conception of Our Father is one of thankfulness gladness, 
and a determination to lead a good lile. Need more be taught i As ^to rrto 
is to teach it is evident that the ideal teacher would be parental. The father 
or mother,’ themselves convinced by experience, would best indoctrinate this 
God-consciousness, making for truly religious spirits, and imbuing the very 
essence of Righteousness, Goodness, and Beauty of Character. Ministers 
may occasionally be inspirers of genuine religion, but how often they are 
content with anything as suitable for the children, and talk mere drivel when 
they are not austere ecclesiasts, or ardent sacramentarians. The parent is 
before them all, and should be the chief teacher, both by example and by 
word. How to teach is answered already. Example (as in reverence and 
discipline) stands first. And after comes Illustration, the firing of the 
imagination with stories of noble lives, the encouraging of such reading as 
Bunyan, and of course the New Testament, by the presentation of 
attractive editions, and the use of really high work on the nursery and 
bedroom walls, a bright Fra Angelica often teaching and pleasing more 
than a Zunaking. (Daily prayer, morning and evening, is taken for 
granted in such a subject as this, and cannot be too devoutly under- 
taken.) These seemed the lines upon which the springtime sowing in the 
garden of the soul should take place to prepare for rich harvest of goodly 
manhood or womanhood in the after days.— The sixth and last meeting of 
the Session, 1905-6, was held on Thursday, March 29th, at Mrs. Garrod’s, 
72, Compagne Gardens. The President took the chair at 8.30. After the 
minutes of the previous meeting had been read and confirmed, Mr. J- A> 
. ymons read a paper on " Self-control," which was followed by discussion, 
there were seventeen persons present. The lecturer divided his subject into 
two heads; Self-control for Parents, and Self-control for Children. Under 
, rs ^ ead be deprecated too much repression of children on the part o 
l^derT 5 ’ f the idea that the y we re thus being taught self-control, 

should «,» SeC , 0nd , hcad he maintained that self-control and self-reliance 

to act 6 A ?nd :'. n ’ hand - that true self-control is shown in him who has power 
10 act - As well as the motto, " 


“ trust the people,” there should be anothc 
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,i trust the children,’ and the whole subject might be summed up in the 
veil -known words : ‘ This above all : to thine ownself be true, and it must 
follow as the night the day, thou canst not then be false to any man.” 

Bristol. — On Friday, March 30th, Mrs Sieveking gave a lecture on the 
„ Idome Training of the Modern Girl,” Mrs. Gilmore Barnett presided. Mrs. 
Sieveking said that in the rightly trained girl of to-day we had to look for the 
lar g er hope of the woman of to-morrow. She divided her subject into three 
icriods. A girl’s training for the preparation of her womanhood began in 
the nursery, continued in the schoolroom, and was completed by special 
studies preparatory for her profession or marriage. Mrs. Sieveking pointed 
out that in the nursery every care was taken of a child’s physical well-being, 
but mothers often failed to understand the importance of checking or 
developing inherited moral tendencies. In the second stage of a girl’s life 
the ideal girl was the tomboy — “ a healthy young creature who was human 
through and through, and not feminine till it was time to be.” Boys and 
drls should be given the same privileges, and the girl’s scope recognised as 
fully as the boy’s. In the third stage of a girl’s life she should acquire definite 
training for motherhood before entering into the marriage state, a definite 
training for a profession, some definite sense oi esprit de corps, and a resolute 
determination to work for the better conditions of life for less fortunate 
fellow men. Discussion followed. 

Dulwich. — O n February loth, in the hall of Dulwich College Preparatory 
School kindly lent for the purpose by Mr. Mallinson, the chairman of t e 
meeting a lecture was given by Miss Stevens, the subject being Tadpoles^ 
The aim of the lecturer was not so much to give information as to s imulate 
rnriositv and to encourage some of the many children present to collect the 
spawn, and watch the development ol the frog through « 
stages -On March 30th, at Pond House (by kind permission of Mrs May), 
the Rev H S. Swithinbank read a most helpful paper on How to teach 
tne itev. n. o. - Testament ” Mr. Whiteley, the able and genial 

and how to read the Old testament feeling of all present in 

chairman on the occasion expressed t I L; Pr t fo- so much thought, 

saying that after listening to a paper w 1C attempting to discuss it. 

he would prefer to think it over care u „ interesting discussion. 

After a moment’s silence, however, there was some verymteres^ g ^ ^ 

in leading which, Mr. Swithinbank was o c °”f l .. Bishop of Ripon’s 
further study on the subject he reCO T ^^ten d an C e at the meeting was 
Introduction to the Study of the htble. • interest in the work 

much better and it is hoped that this is a sign of reviving interest 

of the branch which may both grow and continue. sieveking. late 

Hastings and St. Leonards.-Ou Feb oth ; 190b ’ ^ Training of the 
Hon. Sec. of the Harrow Branch, gave a lecia,r Miss Agnes Booth 

Modern Girl,” at the Hastings and St. Leonards 0 f matrimony and 

was in the chair. Mrs. Sieveking s c iscou * matter of friendship, 

advocacy of greater freedom for girls, especia \ s j on j as ted for a con- 

provoked much criticism, and a very a ’ uma Barker gave an extremely 
siderable time.— On March 19th, Miss C ° nh a ' . , J- fe » at Gensing Manor 
interesting lecture on 11 Diet with regarc ° -Ratterham took the chair, 
(by kind invitation of Mrs. Sanger Davies). • we ll-drawn charts. 

Hie lecture was admirably given and il us ra e „ branc h since the beginning 
Leeds.— T here have been three meetings of tl htful pape r giving 

OI the year. Ou Jan. 30th. Mira ^ 

“ Some Thoughts on Art in connection Mit 
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lpr on the “ Teaching of Poetry to Children.” Both 
Simpson read a and a goo d deal of discussion followed _ 0n 


Mrs. simp- attended and a g””” , ~ ■ tlZ\, Ur 

lectures were well attcn ^ hdd under the auspices of the P.N.E.U. 

March 29th, a public n ^ wheQ Professor Earl Barnes gave a most 

and four other educat 10 on "English Education as seen by an 

stimulating an in j( -j. kere was a large audience. 

American Schoolman. evening, March 28th, a very successful and 

Richmond.— -On kind invitation of Mr. and Mrs. Robert Pierce), 

interesting soiree was ' Cumberland Gate, Kew. Some seventy people 
at their house, ere ’ chairma nship of Professor Hulme, listened 

were present and, u Cre ighton, on “ The Simple Life.” The lecture 

to an admirable pap > ^ _ oked considerable discussion. Miss Elsa 

was very ins' ufe schoo l at Chelsea, took an opposite line to 
d’F.sterre, who ha V ^ con tributed to the speeches were Professor 

Mrs . Creighton and otn ^ d , Fsterre . Hughes> Mrs . H . Blair, Miss Christy, 
Hulme, Mr. lo J condusion of the evening, Dr. Payne proposed a 

vote ^f thanks to the speaker, which was seconded by Miss d’Esterre-Hughes, 

^CSriND Ca ^sxEAD. ! -Feb. 22nd, a conversazione was given in 
n luu c hal i it was a great success, several new members joined as a con- 
sequence It proved a means of making the Union better known.-March 
29th “The Now Lights on the Bible in relation to the Religious Teaching of 
Young Children ” by Rev. Wilfrid Richmond, chaplain of Lincoln’s Inn, 
a most helpful lecture, was one that aroused unusual interest, being held 
in the evening, several fathers were present. The lecturer illustrated by 
means of several Old Testament Bible stories, the method to adopt. Ihe 
key-note was “ teach what you believe.” Several clergymen spoke after- 
wards. 
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EDUCATION AND NATIONAL NEEDS.* * 


I suppose we may, for practical purposes, distinguish between 
two kinds of educational aim. We schoolmasters may regard 
ourselves now as responsible to parents and as working up 
to such an equipment of our individual boy as will make him 
ready to fend for himself in the struggle of life. Or, again, 
we may regard ourselves as servants of the State, responsible 
to her for the quality, the national value, of those continually 
passing through our hands to join in serving her, or to neglet t 
that service and live for themselves alone. 


Now, under the first aspect, I claim for my fellow foster- 
parents very high credit. I have a fairly wide acquaintance 
among masters, not only public school masters, but many 
others also. I know how much toil, how much renunciation, 
how much self-devotion is asked of them and cheerfully given 
with very little prospect of reward other than the affection 
and gratitude of their pupils. Of that they can be sure. e 
may not yet have discovered the best teaching subjects or 
devised the best methods of teaching them. We may not 
even teach them what their parents want (I am not qm e 
prepared to admit that this would always prove us " Il)n & ’ 
but one thing we do give them — ourselves, and, in t ie nu 
°f equipment, that counts for much. I think that u ® - s 
educational system, especially the public sc 10 0 s y s 

1 r flip parents’ National 

* A lecture delivered to the Salisbury branch o Clifton College. 

Educational Union, by the Rev. A. A. David, Headmaster of Chito ^ 



